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INDUSTRIALIZATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE:
A Sociological Study of Tribalk of Rajasthan

ABSTRACT

The tribal population of India has, for centuries, lived in virtual isolation. It 1s only after
the advent of the British and more so after Independence that they came in contact with
other communities.  The link has come about at a time when there has been a rapid
change due 1o industrial and technical growth in the country accompanied by acceleration
of developmental activitics A number of industrial, mining and irrigation projects have
been set up in the tribal areas and communication systems have been extended to these
areas. All this has had an impacl on the life-style and culture of the tribal communities.
To some extent, change is inevitable and essential to life, but change should be brought

about in a desirable direction so that it ultimately improves the quality of life of people

The present study aims to study the pattern and processes of changes which are taking
place among the Bhils, one of the tribal communitics of Rajasthan, in the process of
industrialization. This endeavour has tried to usc the theoretical framework of ‘Quality
of Life’ for understanding the process of social change among the tribals since the changes
arc ultimately reflecting in their quality of life (QOL.). The quality of life has been examined
in the present study through QOIL indicators, in a holistic manner by taking into
consideration both types of dimenstons - objective (the aggregate of use values realized
in peoples lives) and subjective (the aggregate of realized use values as subjectively

perceived by the people).

Since the present study s of exploratory nature, no set of hypotheses was formulated for
empirical verification.  However, the investigator had some research questions, to be

probed in the real life situations of the Bhils of Rajasthan.
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Udaipur (district) in Rajasthan was selected as the location of the study as it has the
highest concentration of tribal' population in comparison to any other district of the state
and also occupies a paramount position in the tribal region so far as the industrial activities
are concerned. Ideally speaking, from the social research angle, there should have been a
base-line survey available for measuring the ‘impact’ of the industrialization process on
the quality of life of Bhils. This was not possible as the relevant data was just not there
The next best alternative was to select a group of respondents from the industrialized
" environment as the ‘experimental’ group and another group of respondents from the non-
industrialized setting as the ‘control’ group. This design of comparative nature has, by

and large, been followed in this study.

The thesis has eight chapters. The first has a brief discussion on the theoretical framework
of the study. The first chapter also provides the major objectives along with some
pertinent research questions. At the end of the chapter, definitions of certain key concepts

are given,

The second chapter deals with the research design of the present inquiry. The selection
of samples, tools and techniques of data collection, development of various scales.

fieldwork experiences have been described in this chapter.

In the third chapter, the socio-demographic profile of respondents such as age, marital
status, family background, education, occupation, income, socio-economic status, etc.

are presented.

Chapter four presents the Bhils’ objective conditions of living with reference to economic

aspects such as the size and pattern of land-hold‘ings owned by respondents, irrigation
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facility, farming implements, occupational pattern, level of living standard, income and

expenditure pattern, indebtedness, etc.

Chapter five is devoted to present a discussion on political aspects linked with
respondents. The discussion pays greater attention on political awareness and political
participation found among the respondents. The political awareness has been judged on
the basis of the respondents’ knowledge and interest shown in the political activities.
The political participation has been assessed through their involvement into various
political activities such as casting their votes, clection campaigning, contesting an election;
taking part in political rally, demonstration, dharna, etc.; membership of trade union,

kisaan (peasant) union, local political organization or political parties, etc

Chapter six presents the respondents’ world-view in the frame reference of socio-cultural,
religious, cconomic, political, etc. An attempt has been made in this chapter to identify
the attitudinal changes emerging among the Bhils. Further, the chapter presents
perceptions of respondents for assessing the process of change and it also tries to know

their future aspirations and hopes.

Chapter seven deals with presenting the life-quality of Bhils with the help of Quality of
Life (QOL) index. Besides an appraisal of QOL has been attempted by assigning
weightage to the respondents' responses. Also, the congruence/ incongruence between
the two dimensions of QOL has been examined with the different SES groups of

respondents.  This examination suggested that the indicators of QOL have to be modified

for analyzing the changes among tribals.

Chapter ¢ight, the concluding chapter, presents a summary of the highlights/ findings of
the present study. In addition to this, the last chapter suggests a modified conceptual

frame of QOL for future empirical studies on tribals.
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