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ABSTRACT

The study was undertaken to explore relationship
between role of maternal interaction and early childhood
development. An attempt was made to measure mental and
pasychomotor development of infants and its relationship
with affiliation and stimulation,the dimensions considered

crucial of maternal interaction.

The sample comprised 120 infants of age six months to
bwenby-four months and btheir mothers., The infant develop-
mint  woas measured throuph particlipatory observation using
pdapted DBayley's Scales  of  Intant  Development (BSID),
Various aspects  of paternal interaction related to  the
Aabove dimensions were rated on a three point scale. Appro-
priate statistical techniques were used to test the
hypotheses of the study. Results showed significant
correlation between the extent of maternal interaction and
mental, motor and social development of the infants. Clear
cut Socio~economic-status (SES) differences were esta-
blished between maternal interaction and subsequently in
infant development. Significent differences were observed
in development scores of the infants from lower and upper
SES and lower and middle SES. Mothers from these SES

i

differed significantly on both affiliation and stimulation,



pex and grdinal position of the infant as variables did not

affect maternal interaction and infant development.

The study emphasizes the need of optimal stimulation
through appropriate experiences intertwined with love and
alffection for development of infants to their full

potentials.
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