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'PREFACE

Recent decedes have witnessed the growth of sociological studies of
political behaviour. Both in terms of theory ;nd methodology,
political analysis has become more systematic and sophisticated.

The marriage between po]itica,l. ém’.ence end sociology has given rise
to a new branch of Political Sociology. The change in the political
mgp of the world csused by the emergence of a large mumber of new
nations has given an added impetus to the studies relative to
political sociology, The diffusion of democratic ethos, the assimila-
tion of velues of modemity in the cultures that were geared to '
tredition, and the rise of new expectations smong the people have all
necesasitated a gystematic examination and anelysis of jhg@nerg‘.ng
trend., Studies of the developing societies iﬁ the fremework of
political culture apnd political system have become the order of the -
day. In these studies both sociologists and political scientists
ha:we been making significant contributions. | |

The territory of political behaviour still awsits, however,
exploration. One of the themes that has remsined neglected is that
of Political Sociglization. What to tglk of political socialization,
even gocialization as such, which falis in the province of cultursl
anthropology and sociology, has not received sufficient attention.
In the prefatory remafks to his book Tropicgl Childhood, Professor

David Lendy comments on this sorry state of affairs:
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It is a pity that except for such studies as those of
Jules Henry dealing with a Pilafa in South Anerica,
practically no investigation exist in Middle or Soubh
America that attempts gystematically to study socialize-
tion pmoeas(p.vi:h) .
Profegsor Landy goes further to assert that his sutdy "is one of only
a few in enthropology generally that focussed on socializastion in as

systematic a fashion.,.",

In India, no important study on the process of socializaﬁon,
barﬂng brief etlnographic accounts, have come to my attention. In
the field of political soc:;aliZation not a single study has been
econducted in this coimtx;y. Reviewing researches on the "Processes
of Politics® in India in a Trend Report prepared for the Indian
Council of Social Science Research Professor Satish Arora remarks:
‘"no important work has been dome by Indian scholars in the field of

- politicsal socialisstion”. Arora haétens, however, to mention in
the foot-note about the only item that came to his attentipm; it »
vas a Pap§r by the present writer published in the Politic ience
| Re__v_i;g_v_r‘ (1969 :Vol.VIIi » No34, )

This study,. -'ti;érefore, can rightly claim to be the first to
be attempted in India. It is a study on & small scsle, based on an
 investigation of a select sample of school children; some of their
perents, and all the teachers of a hiél school located in a district
town of the population of about 25,_000.~ Being ﬁhe‘first, this may
be treated as a pilot study. It is, therefors inevitghle that this
study will suffer froﬁ all the handiceps that a new venture,
without any precedents, would hgve to suffer from. It ean also be
hoped, however, that the findings emanating from this modest study
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would lead to more rigorous and large-scale studies examining the total
process of political svdeialisati‘dxi obtaining in the country, which is

under the thfoes of change.

The study is divided into four parts. PFirst part consisting
of two chapters is devoted to theoretical mmm_mgm-
t:Lons that have gone into the naking of this study In part II the
WQ_&&- eu of the school dzildram is analyzed. 'l‘hu has
‘been ;lone in two chapters. The chapter an FM_. ily Milieu descx'lbes the
family setting and pl'boeedg to analyze the politicgl involvement
profile of the parents/guardisns.’ This 'is"‘vfollbwed by a chapter
con‘bempiating a simlar exercise on the School Tepcher, Part III
presents the profile of political gggg;n‘h.on gf the gchool ghildren
‘As an eppendix to this part, a ehspter is added vhich presents the
findings of a pilot study oonc;ﬁcted at the time of Fourth General
Elections in 1967, Summary of findings and conclusions srrived at
are presented in the las$ chgpter, forming part IV, A select biblio-
graphy of m].evant literature, and the qmsﬁmdn end schedules used
in the study are appended towsrds the end. | |

This study was done under the guidance of Dr. Yogesh Atal with
whom T had the p;'l.vilége,gnd pjieasure of a long md affeqtiénabe
associgtion, The gtudy w@s conceiveﬁ whexi I w@a work:i.ngw.tth h:m in
a resegrch project on "Gomunicatiox; Links >and f’atﬁém'of Po]it:“.cal
Participation". My experience in the ﬁeid d}:ﬁng ny tenum in the
sbove project, and the resdings in the field of politicsl sociology
necessit sted by my job requirement, developed in pe aﬁ :fmtéres‘b in the



study of politifal socialization. This interest was murtured and
reinforced by Dr Atal in meny weys. I am grateful to him for his
guidgnce, His close scrutiny of the questionnaires and careful
scanring of the several drafts of the chapters made me work hard,
It is indeed difficult for me to acknowledge my debt to him,

There sre many others who hgve taken deep interest in my
work end have continuously given me encouragement, friendly adivce,
and scholerly stimulation. I would particularly like to acknowledge
ny gretitude to Profeasor A. N. Pandeya, Head of the Department of

Humgnities and Social Sciences, Indian Irnstitute of Techmology, Delh:L ’

who promptly agreed to enroll me gt the Institute snd who wes kind |
enough to eﬁ;uire ebout the progress of my work ot different stages.
It was gracious of him to have allowed me access to his personal
litrary snd to provide facilities for work. I am slso thankful to

other members of the faculty who have taken interest in my work.

To Professor S« Co Daube, Chairman, Department of Anthropology
and Sociolog » University of Saugar, I feel indebted for his many
kindnesses and for his enthusi astic support for my work. He was
‘kind enough to spare some of hig time from a very busy schedule to
& through esrlier drafts of this thesis and make useful suggestions

and comments,

It ig difficult for me to express my thanks for my friend
Mr Hagrish Bhatig who has token all pains to meticulously type the
mgnuscript in the present form in a record time. Special thenks
gre dve to Mr. R.K.Sargswat, Mr, Suresh Chendra and Mr, Putten for
their help in the field, Finally, I am greatly obliged to my
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respondents — the teachers, the parents and gbove all the school
children — who acceded to my request and willingly offered themselves

for interrogstion. It is their co-operation and their resporses which

have made this work possible.

T e W ‘%&\‘

September 1%, 1971 SURENDRA KUMAR GUPTA
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