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ABSTRACT

International joint ventures (IJVs) are a common and effective strategy to expand a company’s
geographic reach. However, poor performance has been a significant concern in the IJV literature.
Although a few studies have examined IJV performance in India, literature is scant on its
antecedents. This work aims to conceptualize and examine the antecedents of 1JV performance in
India by accomplishing five objectives. First, via an extensive review of the literature using meta-
analysis, we identify eighteen antecedents of 1JV performance: Board of Directors (BOD)
effectiveness, competitive overlap, local partners, trust, cooperation, research and development
(R&D) intensity, cultural distance, operational experience, commitment, administrative distance,
size asymmetry, control, goal incongruency, technology transfer, flexibility, resource
interdependency, adequate capital, and economic distance. The meta-analysis reveals the
antecedents exhibiting homogenous effect size on IJV performance, namely, administrative
distance, R&D intensity, trust, goal incongruency, BOD effectiveness, technology transfer, cultural
distance, flexibility, economic distance, competitive overlap, adequate capital, and resource
interdependency. Second, the impact of the antecedents of 1JV performance in India showing
homogenous effect size is tested using structural equation modeling. The findings suggest that trust,
resource interdependency, competitive overlap, goal incongruency, cultural distance, administrative
distance, technology transfer, R&D intensity, BOD effectiveness, and flexibility have a significant
relationship with IJV performance in India. This thesis studies the role of ambidexterity as a
mediator between the identified antecedents and 1JV performance and confirms the partial mediation
of ambidexterity in the relationship between trust, resource interdependency, goal incongruency,
cultural distance, administrative distance, technology transfer, flexibility, BOD effectiveness, and
R&D intensity and 1JV performance. However, no mediation effect of ambidexterity is found
between economic distance, competitive overlap, and administrative distance and IJV performance.

Additionally, we study the impact of environmental dynamism as a moderating variable in the
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relationship between ambidexterity and 1JV performance. Finally, we develop a modified total
interpretive structural model to determine the hierarchy of antecedents in the relationship with IJV
performance. The analysis of the case study illustrates the impact of all significant antecedents in

the tested model.

This thesis extends the existing literature on the antecedents of IJV performance in India, strengthening
the evidence supporting the resource-based view and dynamic capability theory in the IJV performance
literature. Additionally, the implications for practitioners, policymakers, and academicians are

discussed.
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