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Clarification

I have used British spellings in this dissertation

and retained the original spellings in the gquotations.
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Women's fiction in America, 2s a contemvor:ry geare,
alms to bresk throuagh Tthe étereotypical literryy i1meges of
women of the pest, end esteblisa 2 new image of the fensle
orotagonist. It also =ime at encompescing the totslity of
Tfemale experience with asutasnticity, and cre-ting a litersry
culture of 1ts ovwn. This disserinction is 2 study of the
Temsle protesonist in scme of these novels written b

Sne 1s in sesrch of an identity bevond the reslms of
traditional femininity. Her sesrci is for self-knowledce
and self-validation—--what it means fto be a woman—-—end ner
inner conflicts are reflections of her bid for autonomy. In

%

the vrocess, she encounters the pressures of society in the
form of traditional female roles. She is often unable to
bridge tne gop between thiese restrictive forces and ser inner

need to carve out ner own 1ife, She does not know how to Tind

n

personal fulfilment and how to relate herself to the external
world with some relevance. Consequently, she feels alienated
bota from her self and from society.

The dissertation discusses some of these explorations of
women sSeeking self-gctualization within the framework of the
options gvailable to tuem., The attempt is to ques
gauge the success of the writers in creating a new heroine,
end & new literary culiure, The concepts of "gelf-aciualization®
defined by Abransm H.Maslow, women's "self-alienation" defined

by Keren Horney, and the "divided self™ defined by R.D. Laing,

are used to illumine vorious phases in the protegonist's quest
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The study spens sbout four dec
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women's fiction,
‘from the nineteen forties +till the end ¢f the nineteer
seventies., However, the focus is on the revolutionsry veers,
tihe gsixties snd seventies. The writers included are Mery
McCarthy, Sylvia Plata, Alix Xates Shulmen, Joan Didion,
Merge Piercy, Erica Jong, Lisa Alther, Frencine du Plessix
Gra; and Marylin French. The eﬁphasis is on one novel by esch,
end not on the writers, While thiese form ths focus of this
study, some others have been perivherally referred to ¢s
being relevant to thé tregsis.

The first chanteL.ceﬁsisﬁs of (2) 2 survev of wome.'s
roles through z century of Americen Culture snd literrture,

b) an introduction to women?'®s fictvion 28 a genre, sad feminaist
g ’

criticism, (c) a survey of
£

n

ubject, (d) an account o

svrtement of the hypothesis of the dissertation,

cond ¢

¢
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The s
vrocess of "becoming'" of the srotooonist. It is o2bout the

influence parents and early socizl conditlioning have on her

psycnological and socisl identity. The third chepter discusses

¥

besic feminine experiences which include puberty, romence,

1

lbve, sex, marriage end mothernood. The next cnapter exvlores
some non~traditional alternatives these women experiment with.
The fifth chaepter traces & new beginning at the end of the
quest: through a process of despair and alienstion.

The sixth chapter throws lignt on these novels from the

point of view of literature--whether they are novelistically

successful or not, and how well-bslanced their technique,



theme and ideologicsl intents are. The concluding chenter

sums up the tiesis, 1ts m=2in conclusions, end

some of the limit-Tions of tnis study.
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