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Abstract

This is a longitudinal study of low birth
weight children between 8 to 10 years of age, who
were found to be intellectually 'deficit' in an -
earlier follow-up programme, between 0 - 6 years
of age. The major objective of the study was to
gauge the impact of low birth weight per se, in

elopmental reversibility.

The population of sample consisted of
children who have born at Safdarjung Hospital,
New Delhi, between 1969-71., These children were
registered at birth for their follow-up in survival,

growth and development.

The present study was designed to include
'personality’ variable alongwith 'ir*tellectual'.
The findings were further related to SES factors
to delineate the impact of low birth weight as
an independent single variable. An 'alternative!
model rather than ‘traditional' model of develop-
ment was envisaged, to capitalise the non-cognitive

'strengths' in the low birth weight children.



The findings confirmed the hypothesec
while a significant difference in intellectual
development and academic attainment was noted
between the study and control groups; the 'level
of adjustment', ‘'ego-integrity' and ‘behavioural
syndrome' showed no statistical significange in
the difference between the two groups. By and
large, thewlow birth weight children could be

labeled as "Functioning Child".
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