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In recent years the explosive growth of
population has beéome a great concern in cities of India,
Out of the magnitude of problems in city life, maintenance
of general health among urban people remains a difficult
task, Over and above, misconceptions and prejudices
regarding some diseases have made this task much more
difficult, An understanding of the social stigma and
coﬁsequent family disruption can unveil some factors which
obstruct the speedy recovery of the patients., It is in

this area, precisely, a sociologist can render some help,

Considering the above factors, the present study
attempts to focus on the sociological implications of some
diseases which require prolonged treatment and which bear
social stigma in societies.

To be more specific for this exercise, leper and
schizophrenic patients have been studied in an urban setting,
The focus of this study was on understanding the relationship
of sick persons with their family members and friends and
prollems of patients' adaptation with disease,

This dissertation is divided into seven chapters.
Chgpter one provides the review of literature,. °~ objectives
and hypotheses of this study, Chgpter two deals with the
research design, Chapter three givés the social background



of respondents, In chapter four Parsonian model of sick
role is spplied on leper and schizophrenic patients,

- Chaptersfive and six deal: with thé social problems of
leper and schizophrenic patients, In chapter seven
findings of this study. are reported, i'he main findings
of‘ this study are:

1. Role exemption in sickness varies according to
age, income and occuypational background of sick

people,

2 Education plays a pivotal role in limiting the

incidences of disease.

3, Attitudes of relatives/friends of leper and
schizophrenic patients differ according to
socioeconomic background of patients,
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