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Abstract

This thesis undertakes a comparative study of Dalit and Palestinian literatures in English in order to
explore the morphologies of racialized discrimination, to outline the analogous character of racisms
in the two contexts, and to understand the lived experience of these as expressed in the narratives of
the suffering they cause respectively. Both contexts are found to be structured in the form of an
ethno-national state, which privileges fictive ethnicity to empower a dominant group that installs
itself as the native and the subordinate group that is racialized in multiple ways. I define the
‘carceralopolis’ as an advanced stage of an ethno-national state that uses spatial control and
stigmatisation, oppressive in/visibility, and orchestrated murder to control and annihilate the
subordinate group. I examine how Dalit and Palestinian literatures in English expose the operations
of the carceralopolis and their experience of being racialized, oppressed, and rendered superfluous.
The thesis proposes that through these literary works, the oppressed of a carceralopolis oppose their
invisibilization by building a public realm in literature, where they regain the right to speak and be
heard, and testify to their experience and hence to their very existence which the carceralopolis
negates. For this purpose, I study narratives in English, a language that connects on of the largest
readerships and potential solidarities in the world.

I distinguish victimhood from “suffering” and propose the concept of ‘pathopoiesis’ for the
configuration of narrative elements and techniques through which the narration of suffering and the
assertion of existence occur in literature of the oppressed. I examine theoretical contributions in the
field of trauma and testimony, and argue that superfluous can and do narrate traumatic experiences
by referring to multiple testimonies of Dalit and Palestinians. In Coming Out as Dalit, Yashica
Dutt’s builds what I propose to call a ‘castography’, a new type of autobiographical narration that
blends the political history of caste and personal experiences of racial passing. Meena Kandasamy’s

The Gypsy Goddess uses unreliable narration to critique structures of power like courts, police, and
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media, that are hegemonies by upper castes, and reject lower caste testimonies in the Kilvenamani
massacre of 1968. Suad Amiry uses humour and the mode of ‘public confession’ to build ‘episodic
worlds’ in Sharon and My Mother in Law that enable her to travel and comment upon experiences
of racialized discrimination and patriarchal suppression where she was forced to be silent. In The
Drone Eats With Me, Ate Abu Saif domesticates the weapon of surveillance, and thereby attempts to

check Israeli power over Gaza and its inhabitants.



Abstract (Hindi)

g AT TEATT HIHATT 30T SATH I AT T TAT AT, T FEHAT H AEAATE o0 TET AT 0l
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TR AT ST JoRd T 21 FTHT AT3E U aferd §, ATTART & F 9 AT 6l g O § ' HIEUTH! g 7

o o

SEATE HXAT &, T A0 TR T ACHHATHE 0 ST ST 6 TSI STdaTd i & [ o1 6
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TLAATA T ATATHAT 2 o (oI Srfrsaa= T i 7 ITANT FLAT &, ST 37 ATAIT gTT AT

&, 3T 1968 = feream T vz | A=t SITid ol ATl &l @IS FT Tl | IS THIT g
ST TSI T TRTATR' 20T T T STRT a8 ! 9T 3T 0TS 9 34 A § 'wiuaies g=ar

FAT o T ST 3H ATAT LA AT AFAT HEATT 3T T TaTcHT THA 6 AqAar 9 ool Fed #
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T AT AT gl
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