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ABSTRACT

The thesis examines the syntactic representation of Numeral Classifiers in Eastern Indo-Aryan
(EIA) languages- Maithili, Magahi, and Bangla. The two primary objectives of this study are to
analyze (a) the representation of the classifier as a syntactic item and (b) the interaction of the
classifier with other syntactic items like Definiteness (D), Number, and Numeral. The first
objective discusses the headedness of the classifier- is it a syntactic head, or is it part of some
other syntactic head? This objective also involves studying the properties of the classifier as a
syntactic item- a lexical, semi-lexical, or functional item. These questions have been debated in
the literature for long. Nevertheless, no one has done a comparative study of them taking closely
related languages.

The novelty of the present work comes from the fact that these questions are taken up together in
this study, with the empirical evidence deriving from the three sister languages.

The study claims that the numeral classifier is a syntactic head with a CIP projection in all three
languages. Variation, however, appears while investigating the categorial status of the classifier.
The study shows that the classifier behaves like a semi-lexical head with the properties of both
lexical and functional items in Maithili and Bangla. In contrast, the classifier in Magahi behaves
like a purely functional item. The investigation into the relationship between the classifier and
other syntactic components reveals a story of meso-level variation. The interaction of D and
classifier suggests that while the general classifier in Bangla plays the role of D when attached
directly to the nominals, the general classifier in Maithili and Magahi does not. The other
significant generalization this study concludes is that the structure of D in DP in these closely
related languages differs. The present study shows that the DP of the Maithili, Magahi, and

Bangla is extended. They all have extra D layers inside the DP that exhibit different
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meanings of definiteness. In Maithili and Magahi, extra layers of D are attached lower in the
tree- between NumP and NP. They have their morphological forms expressing the meaning of
inclusivity and familiarity. In Bangla, the definiteness layer is higher up in the structure,
manifesting semantics of identifiability, which raises the nominals in this language. Regarding
the interaction of classifiers and Number (plurality), the present thesis attests that plurals exist in
classifier languages (contra. Chierchia, 1998 a,b). The EIA classifier languages, especially
Magahi and Bangla, have productive plural markers. Magahi has a plural marker that co-exists
with classifiers. Bangla has two plurals, an additive, and an associative plural. These plurals are
structurally different from the canonical head plural and merge as adjuncts. Bangla additive
plural, however, behaves like a head and a modifying plural. This inquiry thus confirms that
classifiers and plurals have separate functions of individuation and plural formation, respectively.
The interaction of the classifiers with the numerals opens up the functional and structural
differences within the numerals in these languages. The comparative study reveals that the
numerals lower in the range combine with the classifier to count individual items. They do not
have the measure property to individualize items (in terms of Krifka, 1995; Bale & Coon, 2014).
Hence, they require the help of the classifier. The numerals in the higher range used for
quantifying large approximate quantities have the measure function inherent to them. Therefore,
they do not require a classifier. However, the range at which the classifier gets omitted varies in
these languages.

This thesis demonstrates that syntax-internal interactions play a significant role in how syntactic
elements (e.g., classifiers, D, Number, and Numeral) operate in a language. This thesis also

reveals the layers of variation that can be available in closely related languages
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