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writing and revising the manuscript.



vii

Acknowledgements

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my thesis advisor Dr. Sourabh
Bikas Paul, for his guidance and constant support throughout my Ph.D jour-
ney. I am thankful for the time and energy he contributed to this work. This
thesis would not have been possible without his academic and personal sup-
port. Above all, I want to thank him for being a kind and generous human
being.

I am also grateful to my student research committee members: Dr. Amit
Thorat, Dr. Ankush Agarwal, Dr. Debasis Mondal, and Prof. V Upadhyay,
for their helpful comments and suggestions at every stage of my work. My
thesis also benefited greatly from talking to other economics faculty in the
department. I am indebted to Prof. Jayan Jose Thomas, Dr. Reetika Khera,
and Dr. Sisir Debnath for always showing interest in my work and giving
valuable inputs during my presentations in the department.

I would also like to express my sincere thanks to Prof. Katharina
Michaelowa, Prof. Rohini Somanathan, Dr. Anirban Mukherjee, Prof. Ab-
hiroop Mukhopadhyay, Dr. Richard Palmer Jones, and two anonymous ref-
erees arranged by The Journal of Development Studies. Chapter 2 of this
thesis benefited greatly from their valuable suggestions and comments.

This work is enriched by the information and insights given by the people
of Dadri and Jewar Tehsil in rural Uttar Pradesh. I thankfully acknowledge
all of them for participating in my interviews and sharing their perspective
with me.

My stay at IITD has been fun and memorable due to my wonderful
friends. I want to thank Abhigya, Taniya, Prakriti, Neaketa, Rituparna,
Anand, Debottam, Diti, Vandita, Asmita, Ahalya, Angarika, Chinju and Sr-
ishti. They were an important source of my personal and academic support. I
am also grateful to my friends outside IITD, who supported and encouraged
me. I owe thanks to Prerna, Charu, Priya and Yadu.

Finally, I give my deepest thanks to my grandmother, parents, and
parents-in-law for believing in me and encouraging me from time to time.
Their never-ending patience and endurance have made this journey easy for
me. Lastly, I am thankful to my husband Satheesha B. for his unconditional

love, support, encouragement, and delicious meals. Thank you!



ix

Abstract

In this thesis, we have three empirical essays investigating issues about caste
discrimination and school education in rural India. Each chapter of the thesis
attempts to understand why despite the best attempts and promising policy
reforms like “Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan” and Right to Education Act 2009, there
is a persistence gap in educational outcomes between “Scheduled Castes"
(SCs), “Scheduled Tribes" (STs), and the general population.

In the first essay, we look into the extent of caste discrimination in the
provision of public schools in Indian villages and its effect on educational
disparities between social groups. Using Census data, we find that there
is a systematic bias against socially and economically backward castes in the
provision of public schools, and this systematic bias in the provision of public
schools explains the gaps in educational outcomes across castes.

In the second essay, we study the role of the population composition of a
village in determining the quality of school facilities in rural India. In partic-
ular, we seek to examine if there is any systematic bias in the quality of pub-
lic schools in a village due to the caste composition of the village and does
this systematic bias in quality explains gaps in educational outcomes across
castes. Using Census and District Information System for Education (DISE)
data, we find that villages inhabited by the higher share of socially backward
groups have lower-quality public schools as compared to villages inhabited
by higher castes. This caste-based difference in the quality of public schools
is associated with the gaps in drop-out rates and total enrolments.

In the last essay, we investigate the role of the dominant caste in a village
to explain the gaps in educational outcomes across social groups. Using the
Indian Human Development Survey (IHDS 2011), we find that village dom-
inance significantly affects the learning outcome of the marginalised castes
in rural India. SC children residing in villages dominated by upper-caste are
less likely to obtain a higher score on reading and arithmetic skills as com-
pared to a characteristically similar individual living in a village dominated
by their same caste. We also find that teacher differential treatment towards
the SC children is an important channel through which village dominance

manifests in learning gaps.
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