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Abstract

This thesis is an empirical investigation on internal migration in India. It comprises of four key
essays. Reliable and timely data are the backbone of research and policymaking. The first essay
(Chapter 2) examines migration data for India. Specifically, it examines how different migration
data compare with each other? To address this question, three migration rates across different
sources have been compared. The in-migration rate and out-migration rate from the National
Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) are compared with the corresponding estimates from the
population census at the NSSO region level. Similarly, the net-migration rate using an indirect
method is compared with the population census at the district level. The study shows that while
the patterns of in-migration rate and net-migration rate are very similar across data sources, the
patterns of out-migration rate are different. The NSSO data underestimates the total number of
out-migrants. Possible reasons for such underestimation and its policy implications are

discussed in the chapter.

The second essay (Chapter 3) focuses on the trends and patterns of internal migration in India,
emphasizing the role of distance in the migration process. An alternative approach is that uses
physical distance is used to classify migrants into two categories: local and long-distance
migrants. The study demonstrates that the alternative method is more informative than the
official classification and that the migration in India is more local in nature than suggested by
the official classification. Using the classification mentioned above, the study shows that the
nature of migrants varies by city size. These results have important implications for migration

policies in India.

The third essay (Chapter 4) adopts social network analysis (SNA) tools to examine the structure
and composition of migration networks in India. It shows that the district-to-district migration
networks exhibit small-world phenomenon and scale-free network properties. The main
findings of the community detection methods show that the migration communities broadly
match with state borders. The chapter also highlights cases where the state borders become less

relevant, i.e., migration communities spread across states.

In the fourth essay (Chapter 5), | have examined the determinants of inter-district migration in
India. The essay uses the gravity model framework and considers both origin and destination



factors. In addition to population size and physical distance, other independent variables
considered in the analysis are language similarity, state borders, prosperity index, and workforce
composition. While the population size and physical distance show expected results, language
differences have a negative impact on migration. Further, the results show that the districts with
a greater share of urban workers in the non-household manufacturing sector attract more

migrants from the rural areas.

The findings from the thesis improve our understanding of internal migration in India. The
plights of migrants during the COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the role of updated and reliable
data during such extraordinary times. The findings from the second chapter show key gaps in
the NSSO out-migration data. As policy recommendations, it suggests incorporating details on
out-migration into the in-migration questions. The third chapter of the thesis shows that the
census classification of intra-state and inter-state migration is inadequate to capture the true
nature of distance. As a result, tables on migration may include migration by physical distance
and not merely intra- and inter-state classification. The use of SNA tools is relatively scarce in
the area of migration but, as Chapter 4 shows, these can be helpful in community detection.
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