PAMUK’S ISTANBUL:
EVERYDAY ARCHITECTURE

PALLAVI NARAYAN

DEPARTMENT OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY DELHI

SEPTEMBER 2016



©Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IITD), New Delhi, 2016



PAMUK’S ISTANBUL:
EVERYDAY ARCHITECTURE

by
PALLAVI NARAYAN

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences

Submitted

in fulfilment of the requirements of the degree of Doctor of Philosophy

to the

Indian Institute of Technology Delhi
September 2016



CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that the thesis titled “Pamuk’s Istanbul: Everyday Architecture”, being
submitted by Ms Pallavi Narayan to the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, for the
award of the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, is a record of original bonafide research
carried out by her under my supervision. In my opinion, the thesis has reached the standards

fulfilling the requirements for submission relating to the degree.

The results contained in the thesis have not been submitted, in part or full, to any other

institute or university for award of any degree or diploma.

Dr Stuti Khanna

Assistant Professor (English)

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences
Indian Institute of Technology Delhi

New Delhi 110016, India

Date:

New Delhi



i

Acknowledgements

Istanbul fascinates me. The enchantment and elegance of Orhan Pamuk’s words evokes in me
not only a consuming love for his city, but a lasting engagement with cities. I am grateful to
Pamuk, and his translators, for all this beauty.

Revered Dr P. S. Satsangi bestowed on me courage and determination to sustain myself
throughout the PhD process.

My supervisor, Dr Stuti Khanna, helped me shape my dissertation with brilliant and
incisive comments. Her guidance encouraged me to think deeply and write better. The
comments and suggestions of my examiners Professors Udaya Kumar and Pablo Mukherjee
are invaluable for my future research.

In my department, I thank Professors Sanil V. and Ravinder Kaur for inspiring and
mentoring me, and making the time to discuss my work whenever I needed it. I am grateful to
Professors Angelie Multani and Farhana Ibrahim for supporting my work. Professors
Purnima Singh and Jayan Jose Thomas helped move my dissertation forward. Ms Brij Bala
Taneja in the department office was of invaluable assistance at all hours. My friends
Dr Divya Dwivedi, Dr Shelly Pandey and Dr Saba Bashir enriched my work with discussion
and suggestions, and Dr Neha Gupta put herself out time and again to ensure her presence at
crucial times pertaining to my dissertation. I thank IIT Delhi for enabling me to travel to
Turkey for the conference of the European Society for the Study of English in 2012. Esra A.
Aysun, former Director, Museum of Innocence, Istanbul shared with me photographs of the
museum and permitted me to use them in my Appendix.

My external advisor, Professor Sambudha Sen, and Professor Radha Chakravarty, who
both taught me in my first years as a literature student, motivated me. The many friends I

made at international conferences in Cyprus, Turkey and India impacted my dissertation in



il

various ways. My friends Dr Anjali Jain, Dr Anindita Sahoo, Dr Swikar Lama, Dr Vedita
Cowaloosur, Semeen Ali, Sanchita Verma, Anoushka Gupta, Ayushi Srivastava and Chye
Shu Wen encouraged me to keep going.

Working as an editor with NUS Press, Singapore Management University, Penguin
Random House, Pan Macmillan and Taylor & Francis Books helped me structure my writing
and learn to manage my time more efficiently.

My parents, Nutan and Prakash Narayan, gave me unflagging support and made many
little and big sacrifices so that my work could proceed smoothly. I am indebted to them for
their unstinting belief in my writing and for being there for me all the time. My brother
Aditya Narayan travelled with me to Istanbul and shared my dream journey.

The quiet space that my husband Abhishek Prasad created for me gave me the tenacity to
move through the final phase of revision. His calm presence, patience and steadfastness are
vital to me, and our conversations led me to insights in my thought and work. I hold close his

unwavering love for me, and his interest in everything I value.

PALLAVI NARAYAN



v

Abstract

Istanbul’s city spaces inspire cultural and literary production while inducing a sense of loss
that informs the literary aesthetic. My dissertation focuses on how postmodern author Orhan
Pamuk—with his emphasis on materiality in the city, undercut by dream space—enables a
transformation of the self in everyday life in Istanbul. My objective is to expose the
experience of the city that shapes the individual and compels him to, in turn, reshape the city
in text and architecture. I connect spatiality with an investigation of the text to determine the
narrative turn from postmodernism to beyond. Engaging closely with Pamuk’s oeuvre, I
develop a theoretical framework that identifies the shifts in his narrative aesthetic and socio-
political insights in relation to the city. My work isolates Pamuk’s special brand of
postmodern literary aesthetic, and demonstrates Pamuk’s writing as displaying the
possibilities of fiction to address the palimpsest city and the domain of architecture. I show
Pamuk to be furthering the notion of fldnerie in the museumized city by postulating a
distinction between two categories of the flaneur figure: the literary flaneur and the
(auto)mobile fldneur. My postulation of the new category of the heterotopic self takes
Pamuk’s work beyond postmodernism. This dissertation shows that Pamuk’s Istanbul
constitutes a multitude of fictions—heterotopic in nature and chronotopic in their

functioning—that enable a reshaping of the notion of his fiction itself.
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