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ABSTRACT 

This work brings up a contestation into perspective- the raison d’être behind the 

creation of national parks ought not to exclude the rights of original inhabitants- the 

rights of man ought not to be shelved at the cost of rights of nature and vice-versa.  

This thesis attempts to- 

a. Analyze the idea of national parks and their creation as also the physical, 

social, economic consequences of formation of national parks.  

b. Problematize and analyze ecotourism and its policy mandates, and if it is a 

viable option that could promote welfare of both nature as well as the human 

beings. In this it brings forth the contradictory pulls of policies which foresee 

human beings as destroyers of nature, hence creating and establishing the turf 

battle between the human and natural spheres, while at the same time, 

ironically, espousing ecotourism as a method that could enhance a man-nature 

relationship.  

c. Posit the contradictory discourses on valuating natural resources and treating 

the commodification of nature enveloping resource allocation and distribution 

in an ambit of public finance.  

By studying and evaluating national parks and problematizing significant 

parameters like resource allocation and policy frameworks for ecotourism in the 

context of national parks and protected areas, this work seeks to draw out and 

draw upon the effect of resource allocation on varied groups (tourists and locals) 

in the Bhitarkanika National Park (BNP), Odisha,1 India.    

This study employs both qualitative and quantitative data in order to study park and 

people relations, and methods employed towards establishing conservation. 

 

 
                                                           
1 The official name Odisha is in place since March 2011 after the constitution amendment bill was passed in the 
assembly of Odisha. Retrieved 11 June, 2014, from  http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Orissas-new-name-
is-Odisha/articleshow/7780712.cms 
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