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Abstract

This thesis shows how a dominant caste with a substantial urban presence negotiates with new
meanings of caste power and social mobility in urban Gujarat. These negotiations occur within
and outside the community boundaries as the changing conditions of external power also
reshape the intra-community perceptions of prestige, mobility aspirations, and institutional
practices like marriage. By highlighting the ever-changing nature of caste dominance, the thesis
underscores that the reproduction of power according to its new parameters results in several

insecurities and anxieties among members of the dominant community.

Such insecurities intensify with various external challenges, such as the urban interests
of other caste groups that are traditionally not dominant. The thesis discusses how various
community-wide entities, such as caste associations and community leaders, help reproduce
dominance through collective resource mobilisation while tackling to internal anxieties of
reproduction. This is to underline that the internal and external challenges do not translate to
an end of caste dominance; it is a process that demands persistent reproduction amid challenges
and insecurities. Additionally, this persistence also forms social, economic, and spatial

exclusions.

This sociological thesis is based on qualitative fieldwork with the Saurashtra Patidar
community in various parts of Gujarat from July 2021 to June 2022. The Saurashtra Patidars
are a Patidar sub-caste with social, political, and financial dominance in urban Gujarat. The
thesis chapters range across phenomena like new occupational mobility, capitalist hold, urban
spatial exclusion, agriculture, hypergamy and ecology. With it, the thesis aims to comprehend
the link between the external power an urban dominant community maintains and the internal

mobility changes it simultaneously deals with.
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