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ABSTRACT

My work is an examination of the conceptual contours of ‘provincial’ literature in Hindi language
in the decade after India’s independence. I look closely at the novels of Phanishwarnath Renu to
examine the complexities that emerge in the delineation of the province and its subjects. In search
of political and social empowerment, Renu debates through his writings the various normative
ideas that were in circulation vis-a-vis the socio-historical positioning of the province. His literary
oeuvre aims at performing two tasks: political-ideological recuperation and socio-cultural
archiving. This research, by offering a close reading of the texts interrogates mimetic regimes and
naturalizing fictions that have contributed to the creation of rural narratives. Renu’s novels
interrogate the moralized geography which had always fixed the rural space in national social
imagination. The undoing of colonial modes of thinking, which continued to persist with regard to
peripheral subjects, is the writerly aim that Renu’s oeuvre pursues. It carries a decolonial horizon
even before it came to be named as such in critical writings on the subject in the following decades.
The novels very clearly contest two kinds of social impulses that were prevalent: conservative
imaginings that hypostatized village realities and postcolonial scientific fervour that denigrated the
same. Through a reading of the local, Renu fractures such monotonous rendering.
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