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ABSTRACT

This thesis explores the syntactic encoding of (Hon)orificity as a feature in the nominal and the verbal
domain. It focuses on the under-studied Eastern Indo-Aryan (EIA) language Maithili by analysing
some novel aspects of Maithili honorificity. Keeping Maithili at the centre, this work also looks at
meso-level variation by comparing Maithili to a well-studied EIA language, Magahi, and to another
under-studied EIA language, at least with respect to honorificity, Bangla.

This work claims that the honorificity feature can be either a multi-valued or a set of binary
features in Maithili. Additionally, it shows that the inflectional Hon feature must project to HonP in
the nominal structure. However, in languages where honorificity is encoded using number or person
features, Hon piggybacks on these phi-features. Thus, differences in honorificity in the nominal
domain emerge from its values as well as its position in the nominal structure.

In the verbal domain, this work shows that the Hon feature is at the root of deriving referent
honorificity agreement in Maithili. It plays a role in subject and object agreement in two crucial ways-
first, it redefines the person values in Maithili by making the 3™ person honorific a ‘true person’ while
keeping the 3™ person non-honorific as a default or ‘no-person’ value. Second, the Hon feature forces
objects to trigger differential agreement by moving them to the vP edge for Hon valuation. The effects
of the Hon feature combine with the presence of two-probes on the T head in Maithili which results
into multiple agreement. The neighbouring EIA languages, Magahi and Bangla, fail to show multiple
agreement due to a single probe on the T head, which always agrees with the subject.

Another crucial finding of this work is in the domain of allocutive honorificity agreement,
where Maithili allocutivity shows a much lower locus of agreement, on the T head, than any allocutive
language studied so far. Due to this low encoding of allocutivity, Maithili allocutive agreement blocks
object agreement, while it co-exists with subject agreement. Magahi and Bangla show no such
interaction as they do not encode object agreement. Thus, in both referent and allocutive honorificity
agreement, the differential nature of the T head is at the centre of the cross-linguistic variation
illustrated by these languages.
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Another novel insight in the domain of honorificity agreement comes from the study of the vocative
phrase in these languages. This thesis advocates a unified account of allocutives and vocatives by
showing that allocutive honorificity agreement may also be realised as agreement with the vocative
particle. Languages like Bangla encode allocutive agreement within the vocative phrase as the
vocative particles show honorificity agreement with the vocative noun. In comparison, Maithili and

Magahi show that these two forms of allocutivity — verbal and vocative — may co-exist in a language.



g T AR 3R AifEd ST H U [d99dr & ®U § (A1) orificity & dTaR-ITcH® GhIiST Bl
TSIl Bl &1 Tg Hie! A &b HB T US31 BT fdei0T PBIh BH 1L aTeit vToT gdt
$31-3MRIA ($3M1SV) Aferell W) bfeid 81 Afereit Y g ¥ I&d g, U8 BT HfSIelt bl oiT Ueb 38 dXe
T 3TYT I TS $3TTST YTHT, HiTa!, 31N B0 T BH JHM, 7T & GaH § Tp 31T 378-370I(d $378T
TS I b AE1-E fA=TdT 1 Y ST 2|

g PTH AT BT & fob Afeedt § T fGAwdT Vb 9g-Hearar Qv 2, STafds a8 wimer 31k
AT | U T3y faorsdr 81 Ibd! 81 §0d 3MfdiRand, g a2ifar & fo faifaxies a1 faorydr &t
ATHHTS AT H H1 BT GISTere BT MgV | gTedifcs, 37 HTST3AT H STgi H&AT a1 eAferd Jlaumaii o1
3T Y AT BT Tple ohaT T &, 3 WIS -Jfaumsil R A1 fUifides | 9 UbR, ATHATS SIHA
H FHT H 3R 58 Hedi &b HIY-H1 ATHATS W] H g9b! [efd § ST &1

HifEw &3 #, I8 B q2Afdr 8 o AfIelt § G-I T 316 U1 3 & Hdl § A1
faorwar 21 I a1 Hegul adtesl I fawa 37 awg Feitd W Teb fHepT fTdT 2- UgelT, I8 diR Aferd
B! IR-FHATHT TE aTel TR A ferd BT fehiee AT =1-0" 3 ®U H I@d §Q dRR AfRd PI FHTHT
PP T et g1 Hieelt W Aferd Hodl ! ftie F afqTid Bedr 81 ' Hod | T, A1 BleR
TGN BT AT Yeaiee o g A fba R TR o STTa ek Fmeitd & fTR &e & faiy wetey ar
&1 A BreR & gHTg Afeledt § ¢ 8 W al-Siid i 3ufeaifd & |l fAerd & foieres uRummweey &g
T B &1 TSR €3MET HTWT, TS 37K SiTeT, < 8 Y Tobel ST & BRUT B AR o A

faeet Tt €, S ghen fasa 9 Igdd gl 2
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S PTH DI Teb 3R HEYUT WISl 37Tae FHTT THSI & &5 H 8, STal Al 37T 379 db

375 1 1€ et T HTST BT JotT H €t (AR OR HHSIId T 9gd hH T f@Tdr 81 3Tded & 39 &H

TpITEST b BRI, HfeIell 3MTeieT RGN a¥g HHSII DI 3aSg Bl &, STdich Ug [T AN b HTY
Tg-37&dcd H 81 AITET 3R Fivet] T bl sTaeiid T8l [G@Td & 4ifes o avq HHSAId Pl YIS el d
21 39 UBR, ! TeH 31K 31Tded IHTH IHgid H, < fIR P faved Uahid 7 WTNT3il gIRT i Hid-
9TYTE fH=TdT & he | 2|

T FHENd P & W Ueh 3N 3T 37dg s g TSNS | dTerag arerier b 37ead § 31Tl
21 I8 NI Ig fEama gu 31mde 3R TR & YhIgd W Bl JebTetd B & fds 3mded T el
DI qicbfed BUT b HIY AL b BU W HI AggH T ST FebdT &1 FiTelT ST HTSTT T dTeRIiel &
IR 31TdeT THEId Bl Hidsfddb 2&al H S&cT Bl & adlic dldbied dUT, dlhbicd TT &b H1ef T
FHESNAT fETd 81 SHbT gorT |, Hfeieil 3R 7iTe! 9dTd 8 1o 3 T FebR o 31Teie - HifEd 3R AifEd

- Uk YTHT § ¥8-37%dc | 81 abd
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ABS
ACC
ALL
ALLOC
CL
COMP
DAT
DECL
DEF
ERG

FOC
FUT
GEN

HD
HH
IMP
INF
IPFV

MH
NEG
NH
NOM
OBL
PASS
PFV
PL
PRF
PRS
PROG
PST
PTCP

SG
TOP
vVOC

ABBREVIATIONS

first person
second person
third person
absolutive
accusative
allative
allocutive
classifier
complementizer
dative
declarative
definite
ergative
feminine
focus

future
genitive
honorific
honorific-distant
high-honorific
imperative
infinitive
imperfective
masculine
mid-honorific
negation, negative
non-honorific
nominative
oblique
passive
perfective
plural

perfect
present
progressive
past

participle
question particle
singular

topic

vocative
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