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Abstract

“Transcending Boundaries, Negotiating Identities: A Study of Cross-region Marriage in North India”
is an ethnographic presentation of the practice of cross-cultural marriages in the rural North Indian
context. The focus here is on the migrant brides from various parts of India who leave their familiar
social worlds and move into a completely alien socio-cultural milieu post marriage with men who are
unable to find spouses locally owing to demographic imbalance and other socio-economic
disadvantages. Being very different from the conventional/normative models of marital relationships
in North India, cross-region marriages are deemed a priori as problematic in the popular discourse.
This thesis critiques the simplistic portrayals of cross-region marriages as trafficking in women by
examining the ‘lived’ experience of these unconventional relationships. In particular this thesis
explores the active and material ways in which female marriage migrants craft identity and
belonging in their daily lives in an unfamiliar cultural environment, in relation to the broad
stereotypes held of them as ‘trafficked women’ and ‘bought brides’ in the popular discourse and
also amongst the local populace. Stressing on the need to ethnographically account for a wide
variety of marital relationships i India, this thesis makes the case for moving away from an
understanding of marriage as a structure, as has been done traditionally in anthropology, and
think in the direction of looking at it more as a domain of emotional bonding, flexibility,

negotiation and experience.
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