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ABSTRACT

This dissertation examines the production of hajj imaginary from the literary cultures of the
Indian Ocean world. It explores how the narrativization of the pilgrimage to Mecca helps in
the meaning-making process of a ritual experience and investigates how the hajj experiences
that are narrativized unfold the multidirectional story worlds about the pilgrims’ lifeworlds to
develop new methods of researching and understanding Islam and Muslims from the region.
By bringing together the multifaceted literary sources of pilgrim articulations from Muslim
South Asia, especially from Malabar, Madras and Hyderabad, this dissertation delves into the
various structures of hajj experiences that give us the large set of registers intertwined with a
sense of devotion, politics and pilgrim subjectivity. With in-depth analyses of the social,
moral, and political lifeworlds and vocabularies of the pilgrims, the dissertation discusses hajj
narration as a product of multimodal encounters and lived experiences of the pilgrims
through which they recollect, reimagine, and articulate the political-cultural repercussions of
a devotional action. In doing so, this research argues that the distinct context-specific pilgrim
subjectivities are formed through narrativization and the articulative labor of Indian Ocean
Muslims. It proposes that in this process of narrativization, the pilgrim-writers place the hajj
and its experiences in relation to the significant questions of worldmaking, encounters with
difference, Muslim transnational belonging, and Muslim internationalism, along with the
politics of othering and divisive attitude, including the issues of race, ethnic nationalities,

religious minorities, and sectarian sensibilities.

This study shows that hajj narratives, read intertextually and comprehensively, provide us
with a method to trace the shifting meanings highlighting how a religious ritual has acted as a
significant site for witnessing inter-imperial politics, questioning imperial and colonial
regulation of pilgrim mobility, envisioning transnational Muslim political orders and
articulating Muslim differences and stratified identities, for negotiating the vexing questions
and changing reconfiguration of Muslim societal and political imaginary and also a space for
encountering the socio-political intervention of Muslim and non-Muslim powers, such as the
empires of Ottoman and the British, and the state of Saudi Arabia. Developing the hajj as a
method to analyze the multifocal aspects of Muslim pilgrim experiences and articulations
from the region, this dissertation suggests that we see the hajj as a text, a meta-genre, hajj

discourse as a poetic project, and hajj narratives as articulation of para-ritual.
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