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The present study. was undertaken (i) to identify the 

effects of maternal employment an the soeio..emotional and 

educational development of the children and (ii) to ideenti.fy 

the differences, if any, between the working and non-working 

mothers with regard to certain aspects of their behaviour in 

relation to their children. The theoretical framework of 

the study was broadly based on the social learning theory of 

development. 

A stratified sample of 360 students in the age group 

of 7 to 8 years and studying in class III was selected from 

schools situated in South Delhi District in the Union Territory 

of Delhi. The sample consisted of two main groups formed on 

the basis of the employment status of the mothers. The total 

sample was also divided into male and female cases and further 

subdivided into cases under high, middle and low socio-

economic class. The independent variables associated with 

the socio-emotional and educational development of the 

children were employment status of the mother, socio-economic 

class and sex. The dependent variables associated with the 

socio-emotional development of the children were social 

maturity, self concept and manifest anxiety where as the 

dependent variables associated with the educational developmen 

of the children's achievement in language and arithmetic. 

Intelligence was included as an intervening variable. The 

dependent variables associated with the aspects of the 

behaviour of the mothers in relation to their children were 



mother's anXiety for children, parent child interaction, 

facilities for language development at home and mother's 

attitude towards play. The data obtained were subjected to 

3x2x2, 2x2 and one-way analysis of variance in order to compare 

the different groups of children as well as mothers. The 

following major findings emerged from the results. 

In general, maternal employment was found to have a 

positive impact on the socio-emotional and educational 

development of the children, especially with regard to the 

self concept, level of manifest anxiety and achievement in 

language of the girls within the middle socio-economic class. 
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