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Abstract 

The thesis looks at the theoretical position of design on the object. The 

historical analysis shows that the practice of design; has not apprehended the 

dness of an object in society, does not have a perspective that sees 

as a social or cultural artefact, and hence does not have a core 

al framework dealing with the object in a complex fashion. The focus of 

ant study is the object in the household. The thesis explores the object 

in the spatial and temporal axes. It builds a framework for the description and 

interpretation of an object in society. The spatial location of the object generates 

meanings. These meanings emerge from the relationship of the object with 

people. Furthermore, this meaning is location specific hence the siting of the 

object in a space is important. In the first chapter, the topic of design in India is 

introduced as being in crisis. This, the problem, is perceived from examples of 

dissonance/ variation in the perception of the meaning of design in 

universities/academia, industry and in society. In the second chapter, the 

historical trajectory of design is described from the colonial period to the 

present. The description highlights the fact of design in India as being 

preoccupied with issues other than that concerning the object. In chapter three, 



the object is described in theoretical frameworks as being socially and spatially 

embedded. The object is apprehended as an inventory and classification of all 

objects, in a household. In chapter four, the object is described as having a 

temporal trajectory that is referred to as its life cycle. The chapter concludes by 

proposing a composite theoretical framework to describe an object. In chapter 

five, the specific case study of the household is described as a negotiated 

outcome of the perceptions of the householders and the spaces and their 

structures encountered by them. The location of objects is shown to be specific 

to spaces. In chapter six, specific objects are described in the context of their 

siting, design and development through time. The final chapter concludes by 

discussing the implications of the theoretical framework of the life cycle of the 

object upon design theory and practice. 
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