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Abstract

The thesis looks at the theoretical position of design on the object. The
historical analysis shows that the practice of design; has not apprehended the

:dness of an object in society, does not have a perspective that sees

>t as a social or cultural artefact, and hence does not have a core

al framework dealing with the object in a complex fashion. The focus of

2nt study is the object in the household. The thesis explores the object
in the spatial and temporal axes. It builds a framework for the description and
interpretation of an object in society. The spatial location of the object generates
meanings. These meaninés emerge from the relationship of the object with
people. Furthermore, this meaning is location specific hence the siting of the
object in a space is important. In the first chapter, the topic of design in India is
introduced as being in crisis. This, the problem, is perceived from examples of
dissonance/ variation in the perception of the meaning of design in
universities/academia, industry and in society. In the second chapter, the
historical trajectory of design is described from the colonial period to the
present. The description highlights the fact of design in India as being

preoccupied with issues other than that concerning the object. In chapter three,
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the object is described in theoretical frameworks as being socially and spatially
embedded. The object is apprehended as an inventory and classification of all
objects, in a household. In chapter four, the object is described as having a
temporal trajectory that is referred to as its life cycle. The chapter concludes by
proposidg a composite theoretical framework to describe an object. In chapter
five, the specific case study of the household is described as a negotiated
outcome of the perceptions of the householders and the spaces and their
structures encountered by them. The location of objects is shown to be specific
to spaces. In chapter six, specific objects are described in the context of their
siting, design and development through time. The final chapter concludes by
discdssing the implications of the theoretical framework of the life cycle of the

object upon design theory and practice.

Vi



Contents

Certificate /
Acknowledgements i
Abstract v
Contents Vil
List of Figures X
List of Tables XV
Chapter 1: Introduction 1
11 Background: Design in crisis ......cc.cvercvenicnmieriennnn.
1.2 Approach and Methodology of Field Study 5
1.3  Chapter Summary 15
Chapter 2: The Project of Design in India 29
B 211 Art History and Archaeology: A Framework for Constructing History.................. 32
2.2 Construct I: The Roots of Design 38
2.21 India the Great CiviliZation ..............ccooiiiiiii s 39
. 222 Design in the Colonial PEMIOM...............c.ccoveeueiemririicieirecee et senseen 40
223 ‘Roots of Design’ as @ CONSIIUCE ............cooiiiiiieiiiiiin e 46
2.3 Construct ll: The Project of India 49
2.3.1 The Idea of INI@ ...........coviiiiieire et et 50
232 Design for Nation Building ...........ccccceceinncniniiri e 53
233 Design in the Projectof India..............cccocoiiiiiiiiinmii 60
24 Construct lil: Contingent Frameworks - - 62
241 Contemporary CONCEIMS.......cccoorirer it e st 63
242 Design for INAUSETY ... 66
243 Design as a Contingent Construct ................c.ccoooeiniiiriicciiis s 69
~ 2.5 The Indian Design Condition and the Problem Statement 70

Vil



Chapter 3: The Location of the Object in Material Culture 75

3.1 Ways to Think about the Object.......... 77
3.2  On the Spatial Location of the Object in the Community 88
3.21 The Right Way: Practice and Habitus ............cccciiiiiiiiii e, 91
3.2.2 Taste: Distinction and Difference in SOCIELY ........c.ccccovvveiieecrrnnncniri s rrerecceeeaes 94
323 The Other Objects: The Non-Goods or the Bads. ........ccocceeeeeevinevreececeece e, 99
3.3 On the Spatial Location of the Object in the Household 104
3.31 The House is a Structured Universe..............cccoeevveeeioeeieeenn, et 106
3.3.2 The Inward LooKing HOUSE ........ccciiiiiiiiciiere e e re e s eaeenes 109
3.3.3 Emplacement and Social Embeddedness..........ccccocvivvvieiecciniiiceen e, 117
3.4  Objects are Socially Constructed 120
Chapter 4: The Life Cycle of the Object and its Social Construction........... 125
4.1 The Circulation of Objects in Society ................ 128
411 Commodities and their EXChange............cccovvvverriinie s cir e s 129
4.1.2 The Biography of the Object ... 132
4.2 The Social Construction of the Object 134
4.2.1 Networks are made up of Relevant Social Groups.........cc.ccoeeveeveencnienenrnenne. 139
422 Technological Determinism in Design ..o 146
4.3 On Life Cycle Thinking 149
4.4  The Proposed Framework: The Life Cycle of the Object 160

Chapter 5: The Structure of the Household: Social and Spatial Aspects .... 167

5.1 Campus and Community 169
511 Design and Historical context ... 170
5.1.2 Campus DeSCHPHON...........ocociieiiriirr e estee et ettt 173
5.1.3 Accommodation 0N CamMPUS..........coooiviiiree e eerer e e e ee et ee st e s sreees 174
5.1.4 COMMURILY ...ttt s e 177

5.2  The Traditional Dwelling Described 178

5.3 Household on Campus 185
5.3.1 Profile 0f HOUSBROIAS ..........ccoiiiiii et 189
5.3.2 The Place faor People and Things: the Courtyard and Kamra............................ 191
53.3 The Place for the Hearnth ...t 197
53.4 The Place for Purification and Pollution............ccccoeiiieirii e, 202
5.3.5 The Courtyard as Outside and Liminal spaces..................ccooveiiieeieiccce e, 207

5.4 Emplacement and Embeddedness 212
5.4.1 Places, Phases and Sites in the Household ...............cccccocoiiiiiiiiciiie i, 215

viil



Chapter 6: Object Sites in the Household: Commodity, Use and Waste ...... 223

6.1 SIL0 Of COMMOMILY ..oeerrireermrriransasstatnetonrsnsarses st sn s s ts s b et se s as s ananaes 225
6.1.1 THE TEIBVISION oottt e a et 26
6.1.2 TIE SOFA SO ..ot e et e et e 244
6.1.3 The Commodity Candidacy of ObJECES .........ceeiiniiii 240

6.2 THE SHE OF USE . uuueereririrnrerrsmmsrtisssssnnsisssessssrossssastassnsssisssssnsisssssasssessstnstsssssescasssanssans 248
8.2.1 The TOothDruSh HOIAEr ......ooviieie et 249
6.2.2 THE BOX B oottt e e L¢]
6.2.3 The Negotiation Of USE ... 260

6.3 The Site Of WaSte.....corererieeicmiricescsssesissssrissssatisssnessnssasantssersasesssssasssannasasanessesssssssasss 266
6.3.1 Vase with Arificial FIOWETrS ... e 267
6.3.2 Brica Brac ......... ST RS U T U OSSP P PR OUPP TP OO PP PPPI SRRSO 272
6.3.3 The Heterotopia Located .............oovriiiioiineiiii i 275

6.4 The Site-Phase INtersection ......ccmnicnsimmisisiesenaienisrsasa. 282
6.4.1 Six Implications of the Intersection: The Construction of Material Culture........ 261

Chaptar 71 Implications for Design Theory and Practice.....cccreananenn —"1 ) |

74 The Problem: A Design History for India .........ccceveevinvannns . ....208

7.2 Why does design need sociology or the reason to do a sociology of objects. 300

7.3 Tho Dosign Of the StUY....ciiiiiiins s assenes 304

7.4 WHAL WAS AChIEVEA Z.u.eeireieireeeiesanissinnrsssstsssnissssnsassenessensstssssssssssssssssasssssnsanssssssaasss 307

7.5 What are the implications of this StUdY? .......ccccciiieniveinnrinananininnas 310

7.6 COMCIUSIOMN ereoeeeeeciveeerierreeinnreaasressserasanensasantssansanasassassnasmesssssassentasssarsasanannsssaasasssss 314

Appendlces .......... NIRRT § | 9-344

Appendix I: QUESLIONNAIT@ ... eeeececcecsinnscmsessisiesssnnsssnesanassassantsasssnesassssnsasacsannesaatsssaressananssas 319

Appendix II: Interview — Points for DISCUSSION ....ccerisiiincntmminisssscnnsnssssaienaes e 331

Appondix NI: India Report — Select Pages .. i 333

Appondix IV: Design Policy for India l..oceecncsniensisnsinnennmemncenees 338

Appendix V: Design Policy for INdia et 341

Bibliography cececeecsemsessas . e 340
Bio Dati ..c.ccoeeovnvanannninee esassunsssasasmsssacesansasnsssssnnrssnsssancennasnn 3O 1

IX



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9

