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Abstract

Eliot is regarded as the foremost modernist poet of his era, whose engagement with twentieth-
century philosophical debates, though significant, has often been overlooked. This dissertation
aims to explore the homological connections between Eliot’s philosophy and his poetry, which
are essential to understanding his overall development. Eliot’s philosophy is not confined to
the early period of his life when he aspired to be a philosopher. Instead, as this study
demonstrates, it remains intertwined with his poetic journey, enabling him to address various
challenges in philosophy, poetry, and religion throughout his career. This dissertation embraces
the transformative and evolutionary stages of Eliot’s works, highlighting his progression from
philosopher to poet and ultimately to philosopher-poet. Eliot’s poetry, his critical prose, his
views on religion, society, and his own personal needs are all informed by his philosophical
outlook. By engaging in dialogue with other philosophers of his time, Eliot situated himself
within the philosophical tradition, endowing his own philosophical stance with a dialectical
character that shapes the overall trajectory of his development. Centered on Bergson and
Heidegger as key philosophical figures, this study investigates Eliot’s philosophical
interventions in the modernist era, emphasizing the convergence of diverse philosophical ideas
that underscore his lifelong exploration of the nature of reality. This study aims to bring a turn
in Eliot studies, emphasizing Eliot’s legacy not just as a philosopher or poet, but as a

philosopher-poet.

v
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T bad T aRifd A1 Bid & wU H, dfces Tpb areffAew-oia & w9 7 vferae of formaa W SR
fear mar 2|
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