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Abstract

This research focuses on the process of Individualization among members of a caste group
(Gurjars) in an urban village in Delhi. In the research, the process of individualization is
understood as the growing separation of the individual from larger collective identities of caste
and community, as they search for their new roles in the urbanising villages of Delhi. It also
understands the change in individuals’ experiences of the life of the community, as they
become a part of the growing city that has engulfed the rural and agrarian settings in its fold.
My research helps in understanding the shape of transformation in Indian villages on account
of rapid urbanization. It critically examines the importance of the urbanization process for
bringing economic benefits without necessarily altering the social dynamics of these erstwhile
villages. The research finds out that the village economy changes completely in tune with the
nearby cities, however, socially the village identity reinvents itself through various practises
like caste pride, place-making and youth culture.

The research also brings out the need to have a gendered understanding of urbanization, since
it finds that the benefits of urbanization have been far more for men than women. There exists

a huge gap in the liberties and freedom of men vis-a-vis women. The urbanization of villages
has been at times constraining for women as the growing city imbues the community with
mistrust which leads it to exercise more control over women’s lives and freedom.

In studying the community’s attempts for revival, the research also reflects on its interactions
with politics, a resurgence of caste associations — although in a different form - and the role of
social media in building and strengthening caste narratives and identities. The social media
objectification of caste identities has shown that caste remains an important political variable

in Indian democracy.
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