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Abstract 

This thesis charts the relationship between travel and space in W.G. Sebald‘s fiction through 

the rubric of causality. The four prose works by Sebald—Vertigo, The Rings of Saturn, The 

Emigrants, and Austerlitz are the subject of this study. The thesis also studies various essays 

Sebald wrote as well as his interviews as scholarly material, for it helps contextualize the 

varied concerns that stem from travel and space. 

Through a close textual analysis of these four works, this thesis shows that travel and 

space are two essential features of a Sebaldian text, and many of its thematic concerns are 

framed around them. The analysis shows the tension between narrative and non-narrative 

forms of organisation in Sebald's text. The thesis charts out these concerns with reference to 

travel and space and emphasises causality since causality in any narrative is one of the 

primary factors that define the genre of the text. In Sebald, this factor becomes elusive for the 

narratives amalgamate various forms of writing—history, fiction, non-fiction, and 

photographs—setting a fine example of the possibilities that lie in fiction to be explored.  

The thesis also charts the role of photographs in these texts and shows that the text 

employs them in various capacities apart from the illustrative principle. The analysis shows 

that they relay thematic concerns and subvert the written text, thus playing an integral role in 

the poetics. The analysis also shows that the text provides a commentary on its own 

construction and the effect the poetics intend to produce. 
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