CHILDREN'S PERIODICALS IN BENGALI 1885-
1920: ASTUDY OF SAKHA AND SANDESH

DEVJANI RAY

DEPARTMENT OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY DELHI
OCTOBER 2020



© Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (I1'TD), New Delhi, 2020



CHILDREN'S PERIODICALS IN BENGALI 1885-
1920: ASTUDY OF SAKHA AND SANDESH

by

DEVJANI RAY

Department of Humanities And Social Sciences

Submitted

in fulfilment of the requirements of the degree of Doctor of Philosophy

to the

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY DELHI
OCTOBER 2020



CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that the thesis entitled Children’s Periodicals in Bengali 1885-1920: A
Study of Sakha and Sandesh being submitted by Devjani Ray to the Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology Delhi for the award of Doctor
of Philosophy, is a record of bonafide work carried out by her under my supervision. In my
opinion, this thesis has reached the standards fulfilling the requirements for submission

relating to the degree.

The contents of this thesis have not been submitted in part or full, to any other university or

institute for the award of any degree or diploma.

/Z

Arjun Ghosh
Associate Professor
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences

Indian Institute of Technology Delhi



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This dissertation would not have been possible without the support and concern of my
supervisor Dr. Arjun Ghosh. | am indebted to him not only for closely reading my
drafts and providing crucial suggestions, but also for his tremendous patience with the

delays on my part.

| am indebted to Dr. Pratibha Jolly, Principal, Miranda House University of Delhi, for
granting me Study Leave. | also thank The Charles Wallace India Trust for selecting

me for the Doctoral Research Grant for visiting the British Library in London.

| am grateful to the kind and cooperative staff of the British Library, London, Bangiya
Sahitya Parishat, Calcutta and Hitesh Ranjan Archival Collection at Centre for Studies
in Social Sciences, Calcutta for helping me procure the primary texts which were

essential for my research.

| am ever grateful to my parents and my brother for all their love, support and
patience (to the extent of babysitting for months when Gorky arrived) during the
course of this long journey. Words always fall short when it comes to Ira - more a
dear friend than a senior colleague, whose love and kind words have always restored
my confidence whenever | lapse/d into a state of perpetual gloom. Finally, heartfelt
thanks to Soumitra, without whose constant prodding(often worrying on my behalf)

and scolding I would not have been able to wind up this long due project.

| am indebted to many, more than | am able to acknowledge here.



ABSTRACT

As nineteenth century Bengal experienced rapid social, cultural and political shifts, it
emerged as an important seat of the imperial power. Around this time Bengal also
became the centre of an incipient nationalism which would ultimately change the
socio political map of the country. In the backdrop of such swift changes, this
dissertation has attempted to study how children’s literature in Bengali and juvenile
periodicals in particular, moulded and informed the future adults of a ‘nation in the
making’.

Print literature for children in Bengal had its roots in the new methods and technology
brought in by the Europeans. It allowed the missionaries and later the British to
establish a socio-cultural hegemony over the natives. However, it was this juvenile
print culture which emerged as a fertile terrain of contestation between the old values
and the new, the oral and the print, the indigenous and the Western. Modelled on their
metropolitan counterparts the Bengali children’s periodicals reaffirmed the binaries of
the civilized - uncivilized, masculine-effeminate, rational- irrational.

For the purpose of this study I limit myself to two significant juvenile periodicals
Sakha (1883) and Sandesh (1913).Within the larger scheme of ‘aesthetic imperialism’
these two Bengali children’s periodicals do not indicate any definitive or unified
nation. The nature of nationalism which unfolds in these two periodicals is also muted
and was far from being aggressive or militant which is usually associated with the
later phases of the Indian national movement. What is most striking is the fact that in
the pages of these two periodicals one encounters the gradual maturation of the native
child from being a docile hesitant rebel to a potential future adult who would be

rational and would have the audacity to question and challenge the established order.
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