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ABSTRACT

Aya nagar, a village in Delhi is undergoing urbanization, like many others, as a
result of the city's unending demand for new urban spaces. The transformation of the
economic structure, marketing of agricultural land, influx of migrant population into
the village area, have, cumulatively, changed the patterns of consumption and the basis
of class and status determination.

The study examines the role of education in the attainment of class and status
aspirations. For this, parent's educational aspirations, and the extent of its fulfillment
has been studied through the primary data collected from village and colony
households. To bring out the difference between the two settlements, the results of data
analysis have been presented in adisaggregated form.

The rescarch finds that fulfillment of educational aspirations depends on a
plethora of factors, subsumed in household-school-neighbourhood effect. Furthermore,
cducational outcome is determined not only by ‘cultural capital’ of the family, but is
strongly influenced by the historical legacy of caste-based backwardness, as in the case
of villagers.

It is seen that villagers wish to rely on both the traditional and modern
mechanism for cconomic and social advancement- the tag of OBC (which is a

recognition of caste-based identity) and education (preferably English- medium). In



order to obviate the possibility of social conflict, it is impcrative that access to
standardized, good quality education with accent on 'employability’ is ensured for all.
Being the largest provider, government bears a special responsibility to improve its

own schools and to regulate those in the intformal sector.
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