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Laying the Ground: Navigating Space, Power, Self 
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2

 

 
1 
through self- - Governmentality 95), that 

 offers a detailed 
explanation of this term in her 2007 book.  

2  
 which grounds the legitimacy of political authority, and the obligations of rulers and subjects (and the limits 

snoff 3). 
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were widely described as a moment of historical rupture, an epochal event that drew a clear line through world 
 

4 The outbreak of corona virus infection (Covid 19), led to the world-wide pandemic of 2020; social distancing 

- ohn Nguyet Erni and Ted Striphas 5) 
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5 M. Keith Booker and Anne Marie Thomas, in The Science Fiction Handbook, agree that there is much in 
common between science fiction and speculative fiction. They suggest that the term speculative fiction has a 

own in fundamental ways. This category thus encompasses science fiction, fantasy, horror, and some forms of 
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Impulse 19). 
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9  

 
7 Brian Robb provides details about early sales figures etc.in his book. 
 
8 Critical essays by Barkman, Heit, Selle, among others, discuss this aspect in detail.  
 
9 Marian Makins unpacks the influence of classical literature, especially references to Roman Satirist Juvenal,  
(55 to 128 AD),  The Hunger Games  
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10 Michael Walzer has written extensively on this subject, and his book Just and Unjust Wars (1977) remains a 

[  



 
 

Spatiality and Spatial Strategy in The Hunger Games Quartet  

 has three chapters and approaches the 

 Spatial studies11 encompass a wide 

variety of approaches, and for the purposes of my study, I use the term to enfold within it the 

concept of Geocriticism12

mimetic arts arrange 

(

power relations [that] takes on additional considerations when the person negotiating the 

iction as well.  

Spatial studies, unconcerned with the age of the protagonist(s), concentrates on the idea 

of space itself. The field of Geocritical studies, combined with the field of Human 

Geography13 has given rise to spatiality as an area of research. The focus is on an 

examination of spaces not just in their geographical aspect, but sociological and political 

aspects as well. Thus, an interest in power structures at play within spaces and places comes 

to the forefront, and this has been advanced within literary spatial studies. Roberta S. Trites, 

in her ground-breaking work on YA fiction, Disturbing the Universe (2000) identifies the 

 
11 

 
 
12   [by] which the reader focuses attention on the ways that literature 

, Geocriticism  
3).   
 
13 The Dictionary of Human Geography 
concerned with the ways in which place, space, and environment are both the condition and in part the 

 



 
 

HGQ, especially keeping in view the relationship of space with power, has not been 

undertaken so far; my work seeks to fill this gap. 

In the first chapter of this section, I address the issue of spatiality in YA fiction. I draw 

upon insights gleaned from deploying a spatial approach to the spaces and places found in the 

HGQ. The contrast between the impoverished District 12, and the opulent Capitol, the 

delicate harmony of the wooded spaces, contrasted with the bizarre, discordant spaces of the 

Capitol, provide ample ground for spatial critique. I consider these spaces and places as 

extremely important narrative choices, loaded with signification. In the descriptions of these 

fictive places, resonant with an imperial past, in the naming of the real-world location of 

Appalachia, I contend that the Quartet lays out a landscape that draws attention to the past, 

present, and possible future. It does so by drawing upon historical and political discourses, 

embedded within descriptions of the places. Spaces and places emerge as arenas for the 

operation of power within the HGQ. I argue that a spatial view aids in a deeper understanding 

of power relations at work, not just within the fictive world of the narratives, but outside of it, 

too. Thus, in my thesis, I move from a spatial analysis in the first section, to a questioning of 

power, and the concept of sovereignty, in the final section. 

 I utilise Geographer Yi- definitions of, and distinctions between, space and 

place, as delineated in his hugely influential work, Space and Place: The Perspective of 

Experience. I also draw upon Michel  

 of space as a social construct, to explore 

home and the meadow in District 12, to the Games arena, and Capitol, are explored herein. 

the operation of governmental and social power within spaces, is deployed in the second 

y juxtaposes 



 
 

surveillance through the everyday and the ordinary (Tally, Spatiality 128).  My spatial 

that emerge in the HGQ. I read the tension between the Capitol forces, and the district 

dwellers as a struggle not just for control of space and resources, but also as a battle for 

power, as an assertion of sovereignty on both sides14.  

to trace the connection between space, and the exercise of sovereignty, building on 

Homo Sacer, Exception) about bare life, sacrifice, and zones of 

exception. Agamben references German thinker Carl Schmitt15 often in his formulation 

tracing the linkage of space and sovereignty. I follow this chain of thought to suggest that the 

concept of territory necessarily encapsulates and leads to the exercise of sovereignty in its the 

bio-political aspect. This then covers both land and bodies in its sweep; the economic and 

political implications of such an exercise of sovereignty is indicated in the idea of resource 

understanding 

concepts to situate the lives, bodies, and spaces of the HGQ as within the ambit of sacrifice 

 

I argue that the spatial strategy at work in the HGQ reveals concerns surrounding 

 
14 
the Hunger Games, but his focus is on the idea of the Panopticon; he does not investigate the idea of tactics 
deeply, especially from a spatial perspective, as I have attempted here. 
 
15 Carl Schmitt (1888-1985) is often reviled as a Nazi ideologue but is also acknowledged as a political thinker 
and strategist. He is best known for his work, Political Theology (1922), The Crisis of Parliamentary 
Democracy (1923), after which came The Concept of the Political (1927). In 1938 he published a study of 

Leviathan. He continued to publish throughout his life. 



 
 

placing District 12 within the real-world location of Appalachia, one of the only actual 

geographical areas named in the Quartet. This spatial specificity in the HGQ is significant, 

given the history of resistance associated with this mountainous region16. The resistance has 

been against governmental forces, as well as corporate power, and thus it is the ideal location 

for a critique of concepts such as sovereignty, justice, violence, and personal agency. These 

are the issues that are highlighted through an examination of the places within the fictional 

world of the HGQ, that obviously have a resonance in the real world outside of the novels.  

 

and the Circular 

In the second section of my thesis, 

The richness of 

historical allusions and intertextuality in the series is greatly enhanced by the fourth book; the 

epigraphs to TB explicitly draw attention to political and literary traditions, as well as their 

interconnections. 

 

 
16 Essays by Elizabeth Baird Hardy, Tina Hanlon, and Valerie Frankel have examined this aspect within the 
original trilogy, but not from the critical perspective of Spatial studies. 
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within itself the issues of sovereignty, and justice. These are central concerns within the 

-War theory within the trilogy (Levithan NYT ), 

changes form after the publication of the fourth book in 2020.  

 
17 

and Anne Peters, in State of Nature: Histories of an Idea 

 

18 In her book, What is Nature (1995), Kate Soper dwells at length on the complicated nuances and meanings 
embodied in 
objects of study of the natural and biological sciences; to issues in metaphysics concerning the differing modes 
of being of the natural and the human; and to the environment and its various non-
distinguishes it from all that is man-made, the artificial, and the cultural. The most exhaustive treatise on this 

The Idea of Nature (1945). 
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20

21  

 

 
19 Macaluso and Mckenzie touch upon the idea of sovereignty in the HGQ, deploying a Foucauldian framework, 

proof of agency, not as a seeking of sovereign power within a Social Contract.  

20 

 

21 The effect on 9/11 on art and literature, especially in the USA, has been extensively studied; notable names 
include Jill Bennett, Susan Faludi, John Gray, John Markert, Joseph Natoli, Guy Westwell, among a host of 
other critics and thinkers.  
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Sovereignty and the New Executive Authority (2019, 

 

the truly important foundational ideas in history, helping define the authority of a 

ruler, the internal and external legitimacy of his power, and the norms governing the 

relationships among often-

complex, and fluid, and carries extensive descriptive and proscriptive weight. (vii) 
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fascism. 



 
 

 

 



 
 

23

 

 

 

 

 
23 

- Hunger Games 
essay for example). However, my argument is that after the publication of TB, a new perspective is available 

 



 
 

 

 

  


