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ABSTRACT

In this thesis, I address the problem of continuity of consciousness. I make a distinction between the
phenomenal continuity and the metaphysical continuity of consciousness, and go on to address the
question that how consciousness as a concrete entity continues in time.

The argument in my thesis proceeds as follows. First, I ask what is the broadest ontological
category into which consciousness falls, and the answer is that of concrete entity. Then I look at
how concrete entities continue in time or persist. I consider two theories of persistence- endurantism
and perdurantism and I reject the latter. I also reject the idea of persistence dualism, that concrete
things/objects endure whereas events perdure. Thus, everything endures. Then I look at three more
ontological categories often ascribed to mental entities- they are events, processes, and states. Upon
analysis I find that events and states cannot be concrete, only processes can be so. Therefore, if
consciousness is a concrete entity, it either has to be a thing or a process. I reject that consciousness
is a thing and argue that it is a process. The thesis statement of this work is that consciousness is an

enduring process.

Key words: metaphysics, consciousness, persistence, endurantism, process, events, states
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