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Abstract

The present course of development with extensive application of science and
technology has produced spectacular results and is, therefore, being adopted universally
i a wvigorous manner. However, it is also engendering serious maladies and its
sustainability s becoming highly questionable. There is an increasing awareness and
concern about the unsustainable nature of modern development being expressed by
various groups of environmentalists, social workers, researchers, politicians and policy
makers etc. But inspite of increasing awareness and multifarious deliberations at a
global level towards enhancing sustainability, the real progress in this direction appears
to be inadequate and is also gripped with dilemmas and contradictions. As a result, the
main course of development continues to be in the same direction while increasing the
consequent crises day by day. In fact, the humanity today seems to be gripped with the

following predicament;

If we discard the present model of development, how else do we live? and

if we continue to embrace it, shall we at all live?

Therefore it is becoming imperative to address the issue of sustainability at a more
fundamental level and evolve effective ways to move towards it. The present work is a
humble attempt in this direction. To begin this exploration, a critical review of prevailing
definitions, models, principles, goals and implementational efforts has been carried out

to take stock of the prevailing approaches and status.

A significant thrust towards ameliorating the present situation from the point of
sustainability was provided by the well-known Brundtland Commission in 1987, which
seriously deliberated on the important aspects of the issue and provided valuable
recommendations for the future work in its report entitled ‘Our Common Future’.
Brundtland Commission defined sustainable development as:- ‘the development that
meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations

to meet their own needs.’

It has initiated a serious discourse and has become the basis for wvarious
definitions and models. The need to integrate the social and environmental factors

with the economic development has been highlighted by most of the contributors.
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However, there is wvagueness in wvisualizing the appropriate ‘needs’ as well as
‘development’ and the actual dichotomy in switably integrating the economic, social
and environmental aspects presents a formidable challenge which is not adequately
addressed in the on-going discourse on sustainability. DBy means of a number of
international consultative forums, elaborate deliberations have taken place and detailed
principles and goals have been identified, however, the whole approach appears to be
rather ‘symptomatic’ and the enunciated goals seem to present an elaborate ‘wish-list’,

the practical fulfillment of which does not seem to be possible in the present paradigm.

The excessive dependence of modern development on mnon-renewable sources of
energy and material, ever-increasing consumerism and economic growth rates, neglect
of social and environmental concerns along with an uncontrolled growth in human
population are usually visualized to be the factors leading to unsustainability. However,
looking at this at a more fundamental level, there are two core issues pertaining to the
prevailing worldview which are fundamentally responsible in rendering the modern
development unsustainable. Unless these are adequately rectified, all other attempts
are likely to produce only marginal effects and also create dichotomies and dilemmas

in actual implementation. These core issues are as follows:

(a) In the prevailing paradigm, human happiness has been primarily visualized in terms
of ‘consumerism’ and maximization of sensory pleasures which gives rise to rather
‘unlimited’ material needs. Therefore, it will be impossible to fulfill such needs with

the limited resources of our planet in a sustainable way.

(b) The second important misperception of the current paradigm is to treat Nature as a
resource which could be exploited by human beings to any extent, thus thwarting the
inherent interconnectedness, co-existence and dynamic balance existing in Nature of

which the human being is an integral constituent.

The reality is that the human beings are expected to wvisualize their needs
appropriately and fulfill these in harmony with nature through mutually enriching
interaction. In order to rectify the above two incongruencies in our understanding, it
18 essential to develop right understanding about the inherent interconnectedness etc.
m Nature as well as understand human happiness and human mneeds in correct

perspective. The present investigation focuses primarily on these two aspects and their
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implications pertaining to sustainability. An attempt has been made to highlight the
above mentioned inherent characteristics of the natural order using multiple authentic
sources of knowledge both ancient and modern. Further, the present perception about
happiness and prosperity which form the basic human aspirations has also been
explored in the light of ancient wisdom as well as the views of modern great thinkers to

obtain a more authentic understanding which is conducive to sustainable development.

The worldview resulting from such an understanding may be termed as the ‘holistic
worldview’ in the light of which a framework for sustainability has been evolved and also
a typical socio-technological structure conducive to sustainability has been visualized.
Thereafter, a few case studies have been discussed to bring into focus notable experiments
in this direction and also look at their practical characteristics in the light of the proposed

framework.

In the end, main conclusions and some recommendations emerging from the
present explorations towards facilitating sustainable development are described.
Needless to emphasize that the most important outcome of the present investigation is
to highlight the need for transforming the prevailing worldview to a more holistic

worldview. This, we believe, is the most effective way to move towards sustainability.

Also, our worldview has an over-arching effect on all our activities, lifestyles, plans
and policies, technological and social systems etc. Therefore, transition towards holistic
worldview would also demand a relook at all these prevailing models in this light to
usher in sustainable modes of living. In this way, it opens up a vast challenging field

for developing sustainable models of living in accordance with the holistic worldview.

vi
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