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ABSTRACT

This dissertation is a reflection on the political in Kashmir through the concepts of resistance,
freedom and community. Its central argument is that the meanings of resistance and freedom
are significantly circumscribed if they are thought of in terms of binary relations of
resistance-to-occupation and liberation-from-India. In foregrounding the relationship between
resistance, freedom and the idea of a Kashmiri political community in the making the
dissertation attempts to dislodge occupation (and thereby the State) from the centrality it is
accorded in most discourses on Kashmir even as it remains the overarching context within

which these concepts are elaborated.

The broad questions that inform this dissertation are: What are the multiple contesting
relations and meanings through which resistance may be thought about? In a place like
Kashmir, which is ethnically, religiously and politically diverse, what would the search for
freedom as an ethical idea imply? Do the people imagine a political framework that offers an
alternative to the sovereign logic of the nation-state and the competitive identitarian politics it
engenders? The work tries to locate and underline how such concerns are implicitly as also

explicitly voiced in the selected texts written by Kashmiris.

The concepts of resistance, freedom and displacement invoke both their psychic and political
meanings in the dissertation. As it reflects on the moral and political ambiguities among
Kashmiris produced by their prolonged experiences of political repression and violence, the
dissertation draws attention to certain difficult psychic-political questions which bear upon
political movements and which demand reckoning. It asks, might there be resistances to the
very ideas of freedom and political resistance within the people? Alongside the pursuit of
freedom and the will to resist, violence also produces states of despair, fatigue and the wish to

withdraw from the political. Whereas the experience of being occupied or displaced may



engender among people the dream of a home that neither imprisons nor banishes but is a
place of radical openness and hospitality it may also arouse aspirations for absolute
sovereignty over home and for an exclusivist, hyper-nationalist homeland. To understand the
political in Kashmir, this work attempts to consider what may be the unconscious conflicts,

fantasies and psychic investments underlying people’s political ideologies and aspirations.

Through a focus on the relationship between Pandits and Muslims, this work also raises
wider questions about the making of a political community. It examines both the blocks and
the openings for the possibility of conversations between the communities towards imagining

a just and free future for all in the region.

KEY WORDS: Resistance, Freedom, Community, Displacement, Home, Ambivalence

oKk

Vi



AR
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