
 

 

‘TUMULT IN PARADISE’: 

RESISTANCE, FREEDOM AND COMMUNITY IN 

KASHMIR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAZIA AMIN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES  

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY DELHI 

JULY 2024 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IITD), New Delhi, 2024 

Biswajit
Highlight



 

 

‘TUMULT IN PARADISE’: 

RESISTANCE, FREEDOM AND COMMUNITY IN 

KASHMIR 

 

 

 

by 

 

NAZIA AMIN 

 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES  

 

Submitted 

In fulfilment of the requirements of the degree of doctor of philosophy 

 

to the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY DELHI 

JULY 2024 



i  

 

THESIS CERTIFICATE 

 

 

This is to certify that the thesis entitled, ‘“Tumult in Paradise”: Resistance, Freedom and 

Community in Kashmir’ submitted by Nazia Amin to the Department of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, for the award of the degree of Doctor of 

Philosophy, is a record of the bona fide research work carried out by her. She has worked under 

my supervision and the accompanying thesis is her genuine and original work. She has completed 

the necessary courses to the requisite standard. This thesis has not been submitted, in part or full, to 

any other university or institute for the award of any degree or diploma. 

 

 

 

Date: 09 July 2024 

 

 

Dr Simona Sawhney 

Professor 

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences  

Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi  

Hauz Khas, New Delhi- 110016  

 

 

 
 



ii
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

My profuse thanks go to Professor Simona Sawhney, who is truly the proverbial friend-

philosopher-guide. She offered me her steadfast support, care and intellectual guidance without 

which this work would not have taken form. She read painstakingly the most banal, sketchy, 

and sometimes, long and meandering drafts I would send her. And she has the special ability 

to find something worthwhile in what one is trying to think and write about. If there are any 

nuances in this work it is because she pushed me into thinking more and more. I thank her for 

all the strategies she used to keep me from giving up, including her blackmail.  

I am grateful to the members of my research committee: Prof. Sanil V. for his incisive 

comments and stimulating conversations, and Prof. Anup Dhar and Prof. Stuti Khanna for their 

encouraging and thought-provoking feedback. I thank Prof. Divya Dwivedi for her thoughtful 

comments on the research proposal. I also thank Prof. Arjun Ghosh for his support as the DRC 

Chair and for his helpful feedback on the presentations. 

I should like to thank my Kashmiri interlocutors for their openness and generosity of spirit 

which enabled me to think with them. I also thank the late Prof. Rahman Rahi, Zareef Ahmad 

Zareef, Prof. Gulshan Majeed and Prof. Hameeda Bano for their enriching conversations. I 

thank Showkat Katju for his suggestions in regard to my fieldwork, and Faizan Bhat for sending 

me readings on Kashmir. I have much gratitude towards the Kashmiri scholars, writers and 

filmmakers whose work has been pivotal for this dissertation. 

Thanks to Prof. Shyam Menon, Prof. Ashwani Saith, Prof. Arindam Banerjee, Prof. Rachana 

Johri, Prof. Anup Dhar and all my colleagues at the School of Liberal Studies at BMU for their 

support. 

I owe much to Shifa Haq for her patience, encouragement and generosity.  



iii
 

Ashley Tellis offered me critical suggestions on the early draft of the research proposal for 

which I am grateful. 

I thank my work-in-progress group, Shikha, Sevali, Geeta, Priyanka and Wing-Kwong for 

engaging with my sketchy drafts and my forever-cartel friends, Hsing-Wen, Mohana, Ravi and 

Wing-Kwong for making the process of reading and thinking pleasurable and also for the 

amazing lunches, movies and outings. 

Thanks again to Wing-Kwong for being my dearest eternal-kindergartener friend and a 

beautiful thinker; Hsing-Wen for reminding me that enjoyment is of utmost importance; Benu 

my wonderful and inspiring scholar-friend; Shikha for her immense help with the submission 

details; and Sevali, with whom I shared many laughs and also apprehensions about the 

completion of the thesis, and for her help with the submission process.  

My dearest friend Anika has kept me from falling apart. I owe so much to her. 

I thank Vivek Raina for his reassuring presence and immense generosity; Inder Salim for being 

so free-spirited; and Meenu for her unconditional warmth. 

I am grateful to Fahmeeda Fazili and Mohammad Ashraf Fazili for being such supportive 

parents-in-law; Tawhida for sending me the funniest inspirational memes to keep me going; 

Abida for her warmth; and Irfan for being such a positive and enlivening presence. 

I thank Amaji, Puphi, Beji, Diya and Pyariji for their prayers; Shozy for her love, care and 

infectious liveliness; Masroor Bhaiya for his warmth and generosity; Sana, Julie, Saba, Safa 

and Meenu for being the best cousin-friends; Bisma for being such a delight to be with; and 

Eliya, Jimmy and Twinkle for their quiet loving presence. 



iv
 

A bunch of kids that bring much joy to my life and who have been patiently waiting for the 

dissertation to get over: Qadeem, my dearest and most loving nephew; Ambar and Wamik who 

are such fun to be with; and Raga, Poshe, Afrah and Bareera – the little rogue girls in the family. 

I can’t thank my sister Henna enough for all her love and care, and for being the person who 

keeps me grounded; and my brother Faheem, my first philosopher-friend who has influenced 

me in so many ways. 

Gowhar, for love and life, for intellectual companionship, and for showing me that it is possible 

to walk even with fettered feet, pa-ba-jaulan, thank you! 

Mummy, you would have been so delighted I finally took the plunge.  

Daddy, you are a source of phenomenal inspiration. And I’m really glad you waded through 

this writing!  

How does one thank one’s parents? Let me just say:  

This is for you, Parveen and Amin. 

 

 

 

 

Nazia Amin 

July 2024 



 

v 
 

ABSTRACT 

This dissertation is a reflection on the political in Kashmir through the concepts of resistance, 

freedom and community. Its central argument is that the meanings of resistance and freedom 

are significantly circumscribed if they are thought of in terms of binary relations of 

resistance-to-occupation and liberation-from-India. In foregrounding the relationship between 

resistance, freedom and the idea of a Kashmiri political community in the making the 

dissertation attempts to dislodge occupation (and thereby the State) from the centrality it is 

accorded in most discourses on Kashmir even as it remains the overarching context within 

which these concepts are elaborated.  

The broad questions that inform this dissertation are: What are the multiple contesting 

relations and meanings through which resistance may be thought about? In a place like 

Kashmir, which is ethnically, religiously and politically diverse, what would the search for 

freedom as an ethical idea imply? Do the people imagine a political framework that offers an 

alternative to the sovereign logic of the nation-state and the competitive identitarian politics it 

engenders? The work tries to locate and underline how such concerns are implicitly as also 

explicitly voiced in the selected texts written by Kashmiris.  

The concepts of resistance, freedom and displacement invoke both their psychic and political 

meanings in the dissertation. As it reflects on the moral and political ambiguities among 

Kashmiris produced by their prolonged experiences of political repression and violence, the 

dissertation draws attention to certain difficult psychic-political questions which bear upon 

political movements and which demand reckoning. It asks, might there be resistances to the 

very ideas of freedom and political resistance within the people? Alongside the pursuit of 

freedom and the will to resist, violence also produces states of despair, fatigue and the wish to 

withdraw from the political. Whereas the experience of being occupied or displaced may 
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engender among people the dream of a home that neither imprisons nor banishes but is a 

place of radical openness and hospitality it may also arouse aspirations for absolute 

sovereignty over home and for an exclusivist, hyper-nationalist homeland. To understand the 

political in Kashmir, this work attempts to consider what may be the unconscious conflicts, 

fantasies and psychic investments underlying people’s political ideologies and aspirations.  

Through a focus on the relationship between Pandits and Muslims, this work also raises 

wider questions about the making of a political community. It examines both the blocks and 

the openings for the possibility of conversations between the communities towards imagining 

a just and free future for all in the region.  

 

KEY WORDS: Resistance, Freedom, Community, Displacement, Home, Ambivalence 

*** 
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सार 

यह शोध कश्मीर में राजनीतिक तिचार का एक पररचय है तजस पर संघर्ष, स्विंत्रिा और समुदाय के 

अिधारणाओ ंके माध्यम से तिचार तकया गया है। इसका मुख्य िकष  यह है तक संघर्ष और स्विंत्रिा के 

अर्ष बहुि हद िक सीतमि हो जािे हैं अगर उन्हें मुख्यि: संघर्ष-ऑकू्यपेशन और भारि से मुक्ति के 

संबंध में पररभातर्ि तकया जाए। यह शोध कश्मीरी राजनीतिक समुदाय के तनमाषण को महत्व देिा है 

और इसके सार् ही, राज्य और ऑकू्यपेशन को उन मुख्यिाओ ंसे हटािा है तजन्हें कश्मीर पर अतधकांश 

तिचार-तिमशों में स्र्ान तदया जािा है। संघर्ष और स्विंत्रिा को समुदाय से संबंतधि करिे हुए, इनका 

तिस्तार से तििरण करने का प्रयास तकया गया है।  

इस शोध को तनदेतशि करने िाले मुख्य प्रश्न हैं: संघर्ष को तकस प्रकार के तििादास्पद संबंध और अर्ों 

के माध्यम से तिचारा जा सकिा है? कश्मीर जैसी जगह में, जो जातिगि, धातमषक और राजनीतिक रूप 

से तितिध है, नैतिक तिचार के रूप में स्विंत्रिा की खोज क्या संकेतिक करेगी? क्या लोग राजनीतिक 

रूप से एक ऐसे रामबाण राष्ट्र -राज्य के प्रति तिकल्प प्रसु्ति करिे हैं जो औरो ंके तलए मुक्ति के रूप में 

नई संिैधातनक सम्भािनाओ ं को प्रार्तमकिा देिा है और तजसके अंिगषि परस्पर प्रतियोगी पहचान-

राजनीति को जन्म तदया जािा है? यह तनबंध यह स्पष्ट् करने का प्रयास करिा है तक ऐसे तचंिन तकस 

प्रकार चुने तनए गए कश्मीरी लेखको ंके लेखो ंमें व्यि होिे हैं। 

यह शोध तिरोध, स्विंत्रिा और तिस्र्ापन के दोनो ंअर्ों, अंिमषनस्ताक्तिक और राजनीतिक, का अध्यन 

करिा हैं । इसमें कश्मीररयो ंके उन नैतिक और राजनीतिक अस्पष्ट्िाओ ंपर ध्यान तदया गया है है जो 

उनके दीघषकातलक राजनीतिक दमन और तहंसा के अनुभिो ंद्वारा उत्पन्न होिी हैं । और कुछ कतिन 

मानतसक-राजनीतिक प्रश्नो ं पर भी ध्यान तदया गया है जो राजनीतिक आंदोलनो ं पर प्रभाि डालिे हैं 

और तजने्ह समझना ज़रूरी है, जैसे: क्या लोगो ं के भीिर भी स्विंत्रिा और राजनीतिक प्रतिरोध के 

तिचारो ंका तिरोध हो सकिा है? स्विंत्रिा और तिरोध की इच्छा के सार्-सार्, तहंसा तनराशा, र्कान 
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और राजनीति से हटने की इच्छा को भी उत्पन्न कर सकिा है। राजनीतिक दमन िर्ा कबे्ज में रहने का 

अनुभि या तिस्र्ापन होने का अनुभि लोगो ंमें एक ऐसे घर के सपने को जन्म दे सकिा है जो न िो 

जेल जैसा हो और न ही तनिाषसन करने की सम्भािना पैदा करे, बक्ति जो खुलेपन और मेहमाननिाज़ी 

की जगह हो। पर यह अनुभि लोगो ंमें अपने घर पर पूणष संप्रभुिा और एक संकीणष, अत्यतधक राष्ट्र िादी 

देश के तलए आकांक्षाएँ भी उत्पन्न कर सकिा है। कश्मीर में राजनीति को समझने के तलए, यह शोध 

यह सोचने का प्रयास करिा है तक लोगो ंकी राजनीतिक तिचारधारा और आकांक्षाओ ंमें क्या अचेिन 

इच्छाएँ, संघर्ष, और कल्पनाएँ हो सकिी हैं। 

पंतडिो ंऔर मुक्तिमो ंके बीच संबंध पर ध्यान कें तिि करके, यह शोध एक तितिध राजनीतिक समुदाय 

के तनमाषण के बारे में भी व्यापक प्रश्न उिािा है। यह तितभन्न कश्मीरी समुदायो ंके बीच एक न्यातयक 

और मुि भतिष्य के तलए संिाद की संभािनाओ ंका अध्ययन करिा है।  

      *** 
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